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“Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, and to the house 
of the God of Jacob; and He will teach us of His ways, and we will 
walk in His paths: for the law shall go forth from Zion.”—MIcabH Iv: 2. 


No. 14, Vol. LV. Monday, April 3, 1893. Price One Penny. 


DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT WILFORD WOODRUFF. 


THE following discourse was delivered by President Wilford Woodruff in 
the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, Sunday, October 9, 1892: 

I feel disposed to try to address this assembly of Latter-day Saints for 
awhile this morning; but I wish to say that I need not only the strict 
attention, but the faith and prayers of the Saints of God, for no man can 
fill the place which I or these Apostles occupy, to fulfill the command of 
God and the requirements of the Latter-day Saints, except by the inspira- 
tion of Almighty God. This is a truth that has remained on the earth 
from the day of Father Adam to this hour. 

I have some things upon my mind I would like to lay before this 
assembly if I can get sufficient of the spirit of inspiration todo it. To 
commence with, I want to bear my testimony to these Latter-day Saints, 
and to the world, that I am held responsible before God, the angels, and 
the heavenly hosts, for the testimony which I bear before you; and so is 
every man who bears record of the Son of God and of the work of God in 
this or any other generation. These Latter-day Saints bear record to the 
world, and have borne record for almost ‘a generation past, that Joseph 
Smith was a Prophet of God; that they know this work is of God; and 


that this is the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. They are 


held responsible for this, and, if they bear a true testimony, the nations of 
the earth who hear that testimony will be held responsible for the use 
they make of it. Do you ask me how I know this is the work of God, and 
that Joseph Smith was a Prophet of God? I will tell you how I know. I 
know it by the revelations of Jesus Christ, and by the inspiration of the 
Lord. If I may be allowed to refer to myself, without being erervened 
egotistical, I will tell you-why I bear this testimony: - -~ 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 

| 


222 LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


Eighty-five years have passed over my head since I first tabernacled in 
the flesh. Almost sixty years of that period I have been a member of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. During that time I have 
borne some portion of the Holy Priesthood, and for fifty-three years [ 
have occupied the position of the Apostleship, in connection with my 
brethren. I have also traveled abroad and at home. I have been taught 
from my childhood up by the revelations of God, in the records of divine 
truth that have been given to us, that there is one God, and that there is 
one Jesus Christ, who is the Savior of the world, and the only Savior per- 
taining to this world and to the redemption thereof. I have been taught 
that there is one Priesthood, in its two divisions. I have been taught 
that there is one Holy Ghost, and that there is one Gospel and one set of 
ordinances for the salvation of the whole posterity of Adam, and only one. 
I have been taught that these ordinances are the same in every age of the 
world. Whoever reads the New Testament can see the testimony of the 
Apostles, that there was but one Gospel in that day and generation; and 
that Gospel was taught by Adam himself to his posterity. The same 
Gospel was taught by Moses, and to all the patriarchs and prophets down 
to the days of Jesus Christ. There was but the one Gospel. But the 
promise was that whoever received that Gospel should receive the Holy 
Ghost and the gifts thereof, and these gifts were made manifest from 
generation to generation when the God of heaven had a people on the face 
of the earth. 

In traveling during these sixty years that I have been in the Church, 
abroad and at home, I have been associated with the Elders of Israel in 
the administration of these ordinances to the human family. What has 
been the result? Remember now what I told you, that I am held respon- 
sible for my testimony. I have traveled, I may say, in the midst of visions, 
in the midst of the administration of angels, in the midst of the power of 
God. In connection with my brethren, I have laid hands upon the sick, 
and they have recovered. We have laid hands upon the blind, and they 
have seen; upon the deaf and they have heard; upon the lame and they 
have walked; upon those possessed of devils, and they were cast out; and 
even unto the resurrection of the dead. Those gifts and graces that have 
followed the servants of God in every age of the world have been associ- 
ated with this Church from the day of its organization until this hour. 
These are truths in the sight of high heaven, and I will meet them there 
when I go to the other side of the veil. Therefore, if there are any 
strangers here, 1 bear testimony to these things, for I know they are true. 
The inspiration of the Holy Ghost deceives no man, and when any people 
receives this Gospel and this Priesthood, they know for themselves whether 
the work is of God or not. Yes, we lay hands upon the sick, and while 
we do so the Spirit and power of God comes upon us, from the crown of 
our heads to the soles of our feet. We lay hands upon men to ordain them 
to the Priesthood, and the power of God rests upon the men who admin- 
ister. These thirty thousand Elders who dwell here in the mountains of 
Israel, when they go to the nations of the earth, and get up and declare 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the world, the Holy Ghost is with them. 
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They bear a testimony that rejoices the hearts of men, and men receive that 
testimony, and everything wa promise them is fulfilled to the very letter. 
* This is the reason why I know that Joseph Smith was a Prophet of God, 
and that this is the Church of God on the earth. And I wish many times 
that I had power to express to the Latter-day Saints what is in my heart, 
and what the vision of my mind opens unto me in those seasons 
when I am inspired with the Spirit and power of God to see what 
lies before this people and before this generation. Oh! ye Latter-day 
Saints, you talk about revelation, and wonder if there is any revelation. 
Why, bless your souls, say nothing about the Apostles and Elders 
around me, these mountains contain thousands upon thousands of 
devoted women, holy women, righteous women, virtuous women, who 
are filled with the inspiration of Almighty God. Yes, these women have 
brought forth an army of sons and daughters in these mountains by the 
power of God; and these sons and daughters partake of the inspiration 
of their mothers, as well as of their fathers. I will ask you, what are these 
Apostles doing when they rise up and preach to you? What are these 
Elders of Israel doing when they bear record here to the Latter-day Saints 
and to the world if they have not inspiration and revelation? There is 
not a man on the footstool of God Almighty to-day who has power to 
preach the Gospel and testify to its truth, only by the inspiration of the 
Holy Ghost. Yes, we have revelation. The Church of God could not live 
twenty-four hours without revelation. We do not have as much as we 
ought to have; and when I look at the work that has been piled up for 
these Latter-day Saints to bear off in the world, I feel as though we need 
a good deal more inspiration and revelation than we have. We want 
our souls to be wide open to the things of God, and to understand our 
position and destiny. I realize Latter-day Saints require at my hands, as 
President of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, many things. 
They also require many things at the hands of my counselors and these 
Apostles. We can accomplish what is required of us if we have the faith 
and the assistance of the Latter-day Saints and the power of God; but 
without that we can do nothing. 

I will say a few words with regard to another dispensation. The whole 
Christian world profess to believe in the Bible. You look through that 
book, and you will not find a single instance of a Prophet, or an Apostle, 
or an inspired man going forth to preach the Gospel except by the power 
of the holy and everlasting Priesthood. No man has had power to go 
forth and administer in the ordinances of salvation without that Priest- 
hood, from Adam down. Father Adam was a great High Priest. So were 
his sons that were with him—Seth, Enos, Jared, Canaan, Mahalaleel, 
Enoch and Methuselah; and a great many others bore the Holy Priest- 
hood. All that Moses did was by the power of the holy Priesthood. All 
that Jesus Christ and the Apostles did was by the power of the Priesthood. 
Jesus Christ was our great High Priest, and He came into the world and 
laid down His life as a great sacrifice for the redemption of the world. It 
is that dispensation that I wish to say a few words about. It was rather 
a peculiar dispensation. The Savior came to the Jewish nation—-to His 
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own—through the loins of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and David. The 
Jewish nation rejected Him. He labored until they put Him to death, 
He lived only three years and a half after He entered the ministry. He 
lived long enough, however, to choose twelve Apostles, to organize a 
church, to warn that nation, and to declare unto them what would come 
upon their heads. Moses had also told the Jewish nation of these things 
in his day, by the inspiration of the Lord. Has one jot or title fallen un- 
fulfilled? Not one. When the Savior suffered that ignominious death on 
the cross, and was about to give up the Ghost, He said, “Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they do.” Is not that a strange saying for 
a man who was being crucified and about to go into the spirit world? 
But Jesus saw everything that would befall the Jewish nation, and well 
might He make such a remark. He saw that one thousand eight hundred 
years after His death this yoke of bondage and trial and tribulation would 
rest upon the posterity of Judah, and He was ready to forgive them. No, 
they did not know what they did. They did not comprebend it. They 
did not understand that they were putting to death their Shiloh—the 
king of the Jews, their great Redeemer. They were too overwhelmed 
with darkness and iniquity to comprehend this. But, as I was saying, 
Jesus chose twelve Apostles. They were fishermen, weak and illiterate. 
But the Lord has always chosen the weak things of the world, instead of 
the great, and the learned, and the rich, and the powerful of the earth. 
Why has He done it? That He might have instruments that He could 
handle—men who would obey Him, who would take His council and carry 
out His commandments. In preparing this dispensation in which we live 
the Lord has known perfectly well what lay before us. He has known 
the mighty events that were to be heaped upon the heads of both Jew and 
Gentile, Saint and sinner, Zion and the world; and He has prepared an 
element to do this work of His, which He had gathered here in the 
mountains of Israel. But in the days of the Savior it was a dispensation 
of sacrifice; and Jesus Christ and the Apostles only lived a little while 
after they were chosen, to warn the nation in which they dwelt and that 
generation. Jesus Christ was crucified, the Apostles were put to death, 
and almost every man who bore the Priesthood was slain, excepting 
John the Revelator. The Lord had ordained him wo live, and he did 
not die, but remains to-day upon the face of the earth, in fulfilment of the 
promises of God to him. But in that day they had not the privilege of 
building the Zion of God or the Kingdom of God. It was not a dispen- 
sation prepared for that. These men laid down their lives, and the 
judgments of God overtook the Jewish nation, in fulfilment of the pre- 
dictions of the Savior and the Prophets. Moses told them in his day, 
“And thou shalt eat the fruit of thine own body, the flesh of thy sons and 
of thy daughters, which the Lord thy God hath given thee, in the siege, 
and in the straitness, wherewith thine enemies shall distress thee.” All 
this came to pass, and the kingdom was taken from the earth, the Holy 
Priesthood was taken up to God, who gave it, and the Church went into 
the wilderness, and there remained until the day set for its restoration to 
the world. 
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But I want to speak more particularly about this great and last dis- 
pensation, in which the Lord has said, through the mouths of all the 
patriarchs and prophets, a mighty work should he performed. It is differ- 
ent, my brethren and sisters, from the days of the Savior. I do not be- 
lieve there ever was a greater dispensation than the one in which you and 
I live, because in it is centred the fulfilment of all prophecy and all revela- 
tion that has been manifest looking to the final restoration of all things be- 
fore the coming of the Son of Man. I want to speak of our condition to-day 
before the Lord. When the Savior died He went to preach to the spirits in 
prison. Most all the people from the days of Noah to that day had died 
without the Gospel, and Jesus went and preached tothem. They had this 
work resting upon them in that day. In this day and generation we have 
in the Bible, the Book of Mormon and the Doctrine and Covenants the 
history of the Latter-day Saints and of the world. You are my witnesses 
to-day that this people are here in fulfilment of these revelations and 
prophecies. We have had a Prophet raised up in these last days, as great 
a Prophet as ever breathed the breath of life, save Jesus Christ, and He 
was raised up for the purpose of laying the foundation of this work. And 
how is this dispensation and this work to commence? I would like to 
have the Christian world read the revelations of St. John. There you have 
before you a picture of what awaits this generation. You have there pro- 
claimed that in the commencement of this great and last work in the last 
days an angel of God would fly through the midst of heaven, having the 
Everlasting Gospel to preach to them that dwell on the earth, “and to 
every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people, saying with a loud 
voice, fear God, and give glory to Him, for the hour of His judgment is 
come.” Yes, ye Latter-day Saints, the hour of God’s judgment is come. 
The Lord raised a great Prophet unto us. He was a mighty man, although 
illiterate, in one sense of the word. The Lord called upon him to perform 
this work, and he not only received the visitation of angels, but even the 
voice of God. This is the only dispensation that I have ever read of in 
which the Father and Son both appeared to the man whom He had chosen 
to establish His Church. Joseph Smith received this great honor. He 
was a Prophet of God. I have traveled with him a good many miles. 
Speaking of the gifts and graces manifested by the Elders of Israel, I have 
seen Joseph Smith in one day go forth among the sick and command those 
that were dying to arise and be made whole, and they have leaped from 
their beds, been clothed, and walked out in the street and followed the 
Prophet of God in his travels. through the midst of the Saints of God. 
Can I doubt this work? Can you doubt it? I think not. No man that 
has had any experience in this work can doubt it. You remember Brother 
Fordham. He was breathing his last breath of life when the Prophet took 
him by the hand and commanded him in the name of Jesus of Nazareth to 
arise and be made whole. He leaped from his bed, was clothed, and walked 
out and into the house of Brother Joseph Bates Noble, who is still living 
in these mountains. He was also lying at the point of death and was in- 
stantly healed by the power of God, through the voice of the Prophet of 
God. I name these things because I have had experience in them and 
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have a right to mention them. The power of God was with the Prophet, 
from the time he was ordained to the Priesthood until he was murdered 
He lived some fourteen years after he Jaid the foundation of this work. 
And when he organized this Church he organized it in its full power and 
glory, and every gift and grace, and every ordinance that belongs to the 
Church of God. Nothing was ever manifest in any age of the world but 
what was included in the organization of this Church. It was organized 
with Prophets, with Apostles, with Pastors, with Teachers, with helps and 
governments, with gifts and graces, and with the Melchisedek and Aaronic 
Priesthoods. Joseph Smith was true and faithful to death, and he was a 
mighty man of God, as may be seen by anyone who will read that code of 
revelations which he left to us—as sublime revelations as God ever gave 
to man. 

Now, brethren and sisters, the foundation has been laid, and you are 
here in these mountains of Israel. Myself and others have preached to 
you jn England, in Scotland, in Wales, in the islands of the sea and among 
the nations of the earth. We have declared unto you the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. You have believed our testimony and have received it. You went 
forth and were baptized in water for the remission of your sins, and you 
received the Holy Ghost by the power of God, and by that power you are 
here to-day. We might have preached to you till we had been as old as 
Methuselah, but if our testimony had not been backed up by the power of 
God, you would have remained at honie; you would not have been here in 
these mountains to fulfill the revelations of God. These things are true, 
and you know they are true. You know you received the testimony your- 
selves, and by this you have been gathered together. Upwards of sixty 
years have passed over our heads since the organization of this Church on 
the earth, and its history is before the world. It has been a little stone 
cut out of the mountains without hands. We have had a terrible warfare 
from the organization of this Church until to-day; but one thing is com- 
forting and encouraging: the God of heaven inspired men thousands of 
years ago to tell exactly what these Latter-day Saints would do. They 
were of the house of Israel, scattered among the nations of the earth, 
and the Lord would stretch out His hand and gather them together, 
and they would go to the place that the old Patriarch said should belong 
to Joseph. 


Joseph is a fruitful bough, even a fruitful bough by a well; whose 
branches run over the wall: The archers have sorely grieved him, and 
shot at him, and hated him: But his bow abode in strength, and the arms 
of his hands were made strong by the hands of the mighty God of Jacob; 
ey thence is the shepherd, the stone of Israel.) * * + 

e blessings of thy fathers have prevailed above the blessings of my 
progenitors unto the utmost bounds of the everlasting hills: they shall be 
on the head of Joseph, and on the crown of the head of him that was 
separated from his brethren. (Gen. xlix: 22—26). 


You are the descendants of this holy man of God. You have come here 
in fulfilment of these things. 
[TO BE CONTINUED.] 
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FACTS AND EVENTS. 


The state of Nevada has passed a law requiring a quarterly liscense of $150 to be paid 
for the privilege of selling cigarettes or cigarette paper. 

The town of Purvis, Miss., was completely destroyed by fire March 23. Five buildings 
in different parts of the town were fired at the same time. The origin of the fire is 
attributed to negroes. 


At Cleveland, Ohio, March 23, a fire broke out in a fashionable apartment house, on 
Prospect street, destroying the building and burning to death five women and a baby. 
The house was a three story building, and the inmates at the time were all on the top 
floor from which escape was impossible, as the staircase was on fire. 


The city of Rahway, N. J., was shaken by an earthquake shock on March 9. It did con- 
siderable damage in the city and vicinity. Buildings swayed and druggists sustained 
considerable damage by breakage. Prominent citizens, relating their experience, said: 
‘*Tt sounded like the reverberation of a thousand guns, and the earth trembled and 
rocked.” | 


The cholera is reported to be rapidly spreading all over central Russia. Peasants are 
dying of the epidemic by thousands. The whole population is panic-stricken, and the | 
greatest distress prevails throughout the whole region. The governments most severely 
visited by the scourge are Astrakhan, Ekaterinoslav, and Moscow. The publication of 
reports concerning the epidemic is prohibited. 


The Tremont Temple, Boston, U. 8. A., on Sunday, March 19, was destroyed by fire. 
It was one of the most conspicuous edifices in the city. It was built in 1843, and was 
the largest Baptist chapel in New England, and probably in America. The loss is esti- 
mated at $375,000. The Parker-house hotel, adjoining the temple, was damaged by 
water to the extent of $50,000. The guests, numbering about 1,000, were considerably 
alarmed, and fled from their rooms. 


The schooner Martha W. Tuft arrived at San Francisco, March 9, bringing the miss- 
ing boat with a crew of fifteen seamen from the ill-fated bark Lady Lampson, wrecked 
off Palmira island January 16, the other boat having been already reported as having 
arrived at Honolulu. The missing boat and occupants were picked up 200 miles south 
of Honolulu on February 12, having been in the open boat twenty-five days, and passing 
through a severe storm lasting for seventy-five hours. They had drifted nearly a thou- 
sand miles. At one time the provisions ran out and they came near eating the fat cabin 
boy; but, fortunately, they came again in sight of the wreck and replenished their stock 
of provisions. 

Winter is not over yet in America, One of the most furious storms which has visited 
the northwest for some years commenced on March 25. The storm was at first accom- 
panied by snow, which lay to a depth of two feet in some parts of Minnesota, but after- 
wards changed to sleet. Almost a cyclone raged throughout Wisconsin, accompanied by 
rain, snow, and sleet. Telegraph wires were blown down, communication being much 
interrupted throughout Illinois, Iowa, Nebraska, and Missouri. Wind of remarkable | 
violence raged at Indianapolis, causing great destruction of property. In Tennessee, 
Mississippi and Kentucky, a terrific cyclone swept up the Mississippi valley, carry- 
ing before it everything which layin ite path. Telegraph wires are down, and trains 
which have arrived bring reports of widespread destruction. The towns of Tunica and 
Cleveland, in Mississippi, have been almost destroyed, and a school for colored children 
at the former place has been demolished. One hundred and fifty children were in the 
building at the time, and many are believed to have been injured. The damage in the 
Mississippi Valley is estimated at $2,000,000. The deaths number eighteen, while hun- 
dreds of persons have been injured. Kelly, one of the rising towns of Tennessee, seems 
to have suffered to an extraordinary extent, and the amount of damage done is at present 
incalculable. More than half the houses in the town are reported to have been totally 
destroyed, and the remainder are so much damaged as to be almost untenantable. 
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MONDAY, APRIL 3, 1893. 


MENTAL INDIGESTION. 


THE writer recalls a story related by one of the Apostles, who knew a 
gentleman who joined a most athletic strength of body to an erratic 
memory, and to both a prodigious industry. The latter had read almost 
constantly fourteen or fifteen hours a day for fifteen or twenty years, and 
had heaped together as much learning as could, probably, be crowded in a 
head. This man was consulted by Apostl————,, who found this mass 
of learning of as little use to him as to the owner. The man was commu- 
nicative enough, but nothing was distinct in his mind. And, indeed, how 
could it be otherwise? He had never spared time to think—to let his 
mind digest this mental food—all was employed in reading. In fact, his 
memory had not the merit of common mechanism. If a watch is ‘pressed, 
or a clock consulted, they answer questions with precision, for they repeat 
exactly the hour of the day, and yield the exact information required. 
But when a question was asked of this gentleman, his inquirer was over- 
whelmed with a flood of terms or words which the question recalled to 
his memory ; if he omitted anything it was that to which the sense of the 
question should have led him and confined him. To ask him a question 
was to wind up a spring in his memory, which rattled on with immense 
rapidity and much noise, until the force of it was spent, and the seeker 
after data was forced to retire confused and disappointed. 

It has been truly said that it is not what we eat, but what we digest 
that makes us strong; it is not what we earn but what we save that 
makes us rich; it is not what we read but what we remember that makes 
us wise. Every man or woman that reads with discernment and choice 
will acquire less learning, perhaps, but more knowledge, and as this know- 
ledge is collected with design, and cultivated with art and method, it will 
be at all times of immediate use to its possessor. It is the universal 
- testimony of the Elders in this mission that one passage of Scripture, 
thoroughly memorized is of more practical use to them than half a dozen 
passages, any of which cannot be recalled to memory when required; and 
as this is a day when the Bible is studied thoroughly by thousands of 
people in the various nations of the earth, and who can, with few ex- 
ceptions, quote copiously from the Sacred Book with apparent ease, it is 
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perhaps, unnecessary to state, that the Latter-day Saints generally and the 
Elders particularly, should not only become familiar with the contents of 
the Holy Scriptures, but should also be prepared to meet their antagonists, 
who are experts in their methods of fighting, with the weapons of the 
latter, when occasion demands. 

Solomon has been termed the wisest man of all time; not that he pos- 
sessed greater intelligence than any other of God’s children, but because 
he knew how to use the intelligence he had to the best advantage. With 
him reading without purpose was sauntering, not exercise. He fully 
realized the fact that more is got from one manuscript, on which the 
thought settles for a definite end, in knowledge, than from thousands of 
parchments skimmed over by a wandering eye. He noticed that the cot- 
tage flower gave honey to the bee, but his own beautiful garden none to 
the butterfly. 

Through an agency all unknown to antiquity, knowledge of every kind 
has become general and permanent. It can no longer be confined to a 
select circle. The genius of Demosthenes, Sophocles, Plato, and Phidias, 
has had to give way to the printing press, which, watchful with more than 
the hundred eyes of Argus, not only guards all the conquests of modern 
civilization, but is now leading the way to future triumphs. Science, 
art, literature, philosophy—all that man has done—the experiences that 
have been bought with sufferings of a hundred generations,—have been 
garnered up for us through its untiring energies. To it we owe the pres- 
ence of those precious depositories of the thoughts and creations of genius, 
books, by whose sorcery time past becomes time present, and the whole 
pageantry of the world’s history moves in solemn procession before our 
eyes. A motion of the hand brings the battle of Waterloo to sight. The 
siege of Jerusalem can, at our bidding, rage in the narrowest chamber. 
Without stirring from our firesides we inay roam to the remotest regions 
of the earth, or soar into the realms that Milton’s imagination Jed him. 

Although it is beautiful to mark the course of human passions as they 
have flowed on in ages past; to see why nations have risen, and why they 
have fallen; to speak of light, heat, and the winds; to know what man 
has discovered in the heavens above and in the earth beneath; to hear the 
chemist unfold the marvelous properties that the Creator has locked up 
in a speck of earth; to be told that there are worlds so distant from our 
own that their light has never yet reached us; to perceive in the midst 
of all dissolution and decay that there is an All-wise Parent, ever watch- 
ful of His children’s interests,—yet but a small fraction, after all, of 
this vast domain of knowledge can be explored, owing to our limited 
mortal existence. It behooves us therefore to use great wisdom in 
the selection of subjects for study, and after a choice is made, to read 
thoughtfully, for nothing has such a tendency to weaken, not only the 
power of invention, but the intellectual powers in general, as a habit of 
extensive and various reading without reflection. The books which help 
us most are those which make us think most. The most difficult way of 
learning is by easy reading. 

_ And is it not the same with anything else? Does not honor lie in doing 


| 
| 


230 LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 


well whatever we find to do? Does not the world estimate a man’s 
abilities in accordance with his success in whatever business or profession 
he may engage? If a man reads without discernment and reflection, he 
will soon have neither time nor capacity to do anything else. He will not 
be able to think, without which it is useless to read; nor to act, without 
which it is useless to think. He may, perhaps, gather materials with 
much pains, and purchase them at much expense, and have neither time 
nor skill to properly frame them, or to prepare them for use. 

Every Latter-day Saint fully appreciates the truth of Benjamin Frank- 
lin’s remark, “If you would not be forgotten as soon as you are dead, 


either write things worth reading, or do things worth writing.” 
W. B. D., Jr. 


Mr. J. B. Barns, in an address recently delivered before the Central Young 
Men’s Christian Association at Liverpool, gave an account of how the poor 
live. His remarks were made from observations while visiting among them. 
From his statement great poverty and suffering exist with very many of 
the poor in Liverpool. In one house he found five families living in four 
rooms. In the first room on the ground floor lay a dying woman. The 
room was entirely destitute of furniture, and there was not a scrap of this 
world’s comforts. The room above was also destitute of furniture; hus- 
band out of work, and wife lying ill. In another room there was one 
table, no chairs, no bed; and the occupant, a woman, drinking a cup of 
watery tea for breakfast, there being no bread in the house. Another 
case was that of a young couple recently married. In three months they 
had earned twenty-seven shillings. For two and three days at a time the 
wife had not broke her fast and was in great agony, suffering from inflam- 
mation of the stomach. A man, wife and three children, had parted with 
some of the furniture, and the children had nothing but water for supper. 
The cases referred to above are all respectable working people, whom, it 
would seem, were in their present unpleasant circumstances from no fault 
of their own, and have a feeling of pride that prevented them making 
their wants known. That such suffering can exist in large and wealthy 
cities is a sad commentary upon the religion and civilization of the present 
day, and it would seem as if it was about time to get down to the practical 
affairs of life; deal first with the present—the wants of to-day. The ten- 
dency of the time is, to what is called, individual freedom. Governments 
are supposed to have jurisdiction over the people only so far as it effects 
the general welfare of the nation; and religion is said to be out of place 
when it deals with other than spiritua] conditions. The time would seem 
to have come, however, when the individual want of the people must be 
part of the national want; and organized intelligent action taken to deal 
with the worthy poor. It is a disgrace to mankind, and a sin in the sight 
of heaven, that men and women should have to plead for mercy as though 
they were guilty of some crime, in order to obtain employment, whereby they 
might earn sufficient means to provide the commonest kind of food for their 
families. If provisions were scarce, and all suffering alike, it would be differ- 
ent ; but plenty prevails, the complaint being that there is no market for 
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the abundance of the products of earth. Zion has been established upon the 
earth, and where she holds sway a better condition of things exist. God 
has given laws for the government of His people, and these laws are per- 
fect, meeting all the conditions in which His children may be placed, tem- 
porally and spiritually, while dwelling upon the earth. May the time 
speedily come when His law shall be supreme over all the earth, doing 
away with the poverty and sin that now prevail. 


It would appear, from the efforts of the editor of the Chicago 7'ribune, 
who recently succeeded in hitting upon a couple of ideas that have given 
that paper a great boom, that American journalists are always on the 
look-out for a sensation. One idea was to send out a number of reporters, 
who dropped purses in the streets, and then watched the people who 
picked them up. Besides a sum of money, each purse contained a 
telephone address, through which the finder would be able to ascertain to 
whom the article belonged. The reporters noted the picking up of purses 
by people of every station in life, but only one—a barber—made the 
slightest effort to communicate with the person who had lost it. In the 
other scheme reporters, clad in shabby clothing, were sent to the most 
fashionable churches in Chicago, to write up the sort of reception they 
met with there. The cases in which they were shown the scantiest of 
courtesy and the very back seats numbered about equally those in which 
they were greeted with the sort of kindness that one would expect from 
those in charge of places of Christian worship. 


RELEASES AND APPOINTMENTS.—Elder John P. Youd is honorably released 
from his labors as traveling Elder in the Liverpool Conference, to return 
home. 

Elder Albert C. Young is honorably released from his labors as traveling 
Elder in the London Conference, and is appointed to preside over the 
Manchester Conference. 

Elder H. W. Lunt is honorably released from his labors as traveling 
Elder in the Manchester Conference, and is appointed to preside over the 
Liverpool Conference. 

Elder Levi John is appointed to preside over the Welsh Conference. 


CHANGE oF ADDREsS.—The address of the Newcastle Conference has been 
changed to 12 Keats Avenue, Southwick, Sunderland. 


SIGNS THAT FOLLOW THE BELIEVER. 


WITNESSED IN THE MISSIONARY FIELD. 


Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church; and let 
them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord: and 
the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; 
and if he hath committed sin, they shall be forgiven him.—James v: 14, 15. 


We learn from the above quotation that the Saints must possess faith to 
obtain even salvation from the sick bed; how much more necessary then 
that they may have eternal life! “But without faith it is impossible to 
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please Him; for he that cometh to God must believe that He is, and that 
He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him.”— Hebrews xi: 6, 

Is it not certain then, that the professed Christian world have aposta- 
tized from the ancient faith? It is a fact that the signs do not follow 
them, neither do they claim them, but say they are done away with and 
no longer needed. If they have not even sufficient faith to save a person 
from a sick bed, at any time, how can they save anyone from the grasp of 
sin? for the same faith and prayer saves from both. 

John Wesley says, in his ninety-fourth sermon, “The reason the extra- 
ordinary gifts of the Holy Ghost are not enjoyed by Christians is because 
they have returned to heathenism.” 

I will relate some things that happened in my experience on one of my 
missions, for all of which the glory be to Him who alone can do such 
wonders. Charles Riggs, son of George W. Riggs, (both now residing at 
Farmington, Utah,) lived at Monticello, Wright county, Minnesota, at the 
time I now mention. Charles was very sick with cousumption during the 
winter and spring of 1882. He had received faithful attention by the 
village doctor, who informed the parents that there was no power beneath 
the heavens that could restore him. He was constantly confined to his 
bed, and had to be waited upon like a child, although he was seventeen 
years old. 

I arrived at Monticello May 7, and together with Thomas Briggs and 
J. W. Coons, we anointed him with oil and prayed over him, rebuking 
the disease in the name of the Lord, when he at once revived. The next 
morning I went over to see him, and found him sitting in an easy chair. 
He extended his hand and said, “Brother Palmer, I am almost well enough 
to start for Utah, and will go as soon as I get a little strength.” 

In a few minutes the doctor entered. He stood still with wonderment, 
and could scarcely move his eyes from the pale face of the boy, who spoke 
with a loud, clear voice, a thing he had not done for weeks until that 
morning, “Doctor, I am well, and your medicine did not do it either.” 

“T know it did not,” replied the puzzled doctor; “what in the name of 
common sense has brought this sudden change? I expected as much to 
see you laid out this morning as to find any life in you.” — 

“Our Elders arrived last night and administered to me, and the Lord 
has raised me up,” said the boy. | 
Well, I know no man could do it; God alone has done it, and we will 
give Him the glory, for it is as one raised from the dead,” said the doctor. 

And to everyone he afterwards told of the affair he said the same. 

The boy went to Utah about a month later, and is now well and hearty. 

I will now copy from my journal. 

“June 14, 1883. I am at Bement, Illinois. Took train at six a.m. for 
Danville, Ill., where I arrived at ten a.m. Took train at twelve noon for 
Johnsonville, Indiana, and arrived at one fifteen p.m. Found Elders S. R 
Marks, M. W. Pratt, D. F. Davis, and Edmund Durfee awaiting my arrival 
before going again to their fields of labor. We all went to see Sister Belle 
Newell, who was very sick with an affliction of her limb. She had been 
confined some days previously. We administered to her. > 
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“June 15. I wrote some letters, while the Elders went and cleaned out 
an old hall for us to hold meetings and Sunday School in on Sunday. 

“June 16. We held a council of the Priesthood, and decided where 
these Elders were to labor, but first they were to go to Richmond, Missouri, 
and see David Whitmer, the last remaining witness of the Book of 
Mormon. 

“June 17. We held Sunday School at eleven a.m., and meetings at 
three and seven p.m. Had a good turnout of both Saints and sinners. All 
the Elders enjoyed much freedom. We heard Sister Newell was much 
worse, and that the doctor said she was in a dangerous condition. 

“June 18. We went to Brother Newell’s to see his sick wife, and admin- 
istered to her two or three times during the day. She is very sick indeed. 
The swelling from her limb is going into her body, it is said, and she is in 
great pain. Her father is wealthy, and they have three doctors in attend- 
ance, but she is failing fast. We have no faith, or but little, on account of 
the doctors. 

“June 19. We divided and called on families of Saints, instructing 
them in their duties, and were to meet at Brother Newell’s at five p.m., 
which we did, and found Sister Newell very bad. Her limb was swollen 
as if ready to burst. The swelling has gone to the lower part of her body. 
She is screaming almost incessantly. We administered to her with little 
faith. 

“June 20. Was writing in the forenoon, and in the afternoon went to 
see Sister Newell. She was still growing worse, and sinking very rapidly. 
They had discharged the doctors, and were ready to deliver her over into 
the hands of the Lord and His servants. We went out into the woods near 
by, and, kneeling down by a log, prayed to the Lord that He would hear 
His servants, and would exhibit His mighty power, in the raising to life 
and health of His suffering handmaid, who was now hovering at death’s 
door, if it was consistent with His purposes, and that He would reveal 
to us, His servants, His will concerning the matter, as all the assembled 
people were waiting to see what we would do. 7 

“We prayed in succession, for at least two hours, receiving no answer. 
We then made a covenant with each other, that we would forgive all men 
their trespasses, wherein they had trespassed against us, and would do 
all we could to spread the word of the Lord while on our missions. We 
then knelt down again, and I never felt such unity in prayer before or 
since. I knew the words the one that was mouth would say before he 
spoke. It was manifested to us that she should be healed. 

“We returned to the house, and asked all who were not willing to bow . 
the knee with us to withdraw. Some went out. Three ladies, who were 
not Mormons, remained with the Saints who were present. We bowed in 
prayer, anointed our afflicted sister with holy consecrated oil, then we 
laid our hands on her, and rebuked the disease in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Although she was writhing in agony, when the holy name of our Redeemer 
was mentioned, she wilted like a cabbage leaf before the blazing sun, and 
at the close of the prayer said, in a whisper, ‘I am well’ _ 

“The sisters examined and found that the bandages of her limb and 
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body were loose, the swelling having disappeared soon afterwards. She 
signed her name to the testimony of this healing, which was also signed 
by Elders 8S. R. Marks and D. F. Davis, Salt Lake City, E. Durfee, Salina, 
Utah, and M. W. Pratt, now Bishop at Fairview, Idaho. 

“Two of the non-Mormon ladies afterwards joined the Church, but the 
third one never did, although to this day she will say God peformed this 
miracle. These three ladies signed the testimony, as did also Mr. William 
Newell, husband of the sick woman. Notwithstanding this great blessing 
Brother and Sister Newell have not emigrated, and have become slack in 
their duties. Their address is State Line, Indiana. 

“No one can be valiant in the testimony of Jesus just because he sees 
signs, neither are signs alone proof that any sect have the Gospel; they 
must teach and practice all the doctrines of Christ, and also the ordin- 
ances He introduced for the salvation of the human family. Also His 
ministers must be ‘called of God as was Aaron,’ through a prophet, or by 
prophecy. Then ‘the Lord will work with them and confirm the word by 
signs following;’ while those assuming authority in the things of God 
have not this power, and, to excuse themselves, say: ‘They are done away 
and no longer needed.’ If they were to undertake such things they would 
come out, as did the sons of Sceva, who usurped authority anciently. ‘And 
God wrought special miracles by the hands of Paul. So that from his 
body were brought unto the sick handherchiefs or aprons, and the diseases 
departed from them. Then certain of the vagabond Jews, exorcists, took 
upon them to call over them which had evil spirits the name of the Lord 
Jesus, saying: ‘we adjure you by Jesus whom Paul preaches.’ And there 
were seven sons of one Sceva, a Jew, and chief of the Priests, which did 
so, and the evil spirit answered and said: ‘Jesus I know, and Paul I 
know, but who are ye. And the man in whom the evil spirit was leaped 
on them, and overcame them, prevailed against them, so that — fled 
out of that house naked and wounded.’” 


DEATH OF ELIZABETH HOWARD. 


Sister ELIZABETH HowArbD, a lady well known in Utah, died very suddenly 
at Grantsville, Tooele county, Sunday morning, March 12. She had gone 
to Grantsville to attend the Relief Society Conference of the stake, and 
had addressed the ladies with her usual force and kindly, pleasant 
manner on Friday. Saturday she was on her way to attend another 
meeting, and had just stepped from the door of Sister Hunter’s house, 
where she was staying, on to the porch, when she was stricken with 

_ paralysis, and passed peacefully away on Sunday morning. She appeared 
to be in her usual health and spirits when so suddenly prostrated. 

Sister Howard was the daughter of Robert and Lucretia Anderson and 
was born at Carlow, Carlow county, Ireland, July 12, 1823. She was mar- 
ried to William Howard, who is now deceased, July 9, 1841, and was well 
known iu Salt Lake City. They came to Utah in 1853 and resided in the 
Thirteenth ward of Salt Lake city. In 1868 she accompanied her husband 
to England and visited their native land. She advocated the cause of 
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Utah and its people with many prominent people in the British Isles. On 
their return they resided in Big Cottonwood. 

Sister Howard was very active in the Relief Society both in Big Cotton- 
wood and in various parts of the territory. She was secretary of the 
society in Salt Lake stake from its organization till her demise. From 
October, 1891, to October, 1892, she was president of the Woman’s Suffrage 
Association of Salt Lake county. She has visited many parts of the terri- 
tory in the interest of woman’s cause ; was an attractive, humorous speaker, 
@ witty and brilliant conversationalist, and an earnest laborer for the 
public welfare. 

She was the mother of ten children, eight of whom are living. Her 
home at Big Cottonwood has been the scene of many pleasant gatherings, 
and she was always full of pleasantry and hospitality. Her death will be 
mourned by thousands, and her memory will be blessed. 

Sister Howard had been stricken twice before with paralysis; once 
when she was much younger, and again about eight years ago, when she 
was ill for some time. She expressed the desire, on Friday last, that when 
her time should come she might go quickly and not linger. Her wish was 
granted, and she passed away without pain. 

The funeral services were to be held in the Assembly Hall at 11 a.m. on 
Thursday, March 16. 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 
Salt Lake and Weber counties have fixed the school tax for 1893 at two mills. 
The mm of Salt Lake county have voted down the proposition to bond the county 
for $300,000 
Jno. ane of Plain City, on bis way home from Salt Lake, camped near me Hot 
Springs, and during the night, a thief stole his horse, saddle and bridle. 


Apostle Heber J. Grant, who has been in Washington with some of his family, has 
had two of his children sick with diptheriaa At last accounts they were reported out 
of danger. 

On March 7, I. L. Osborne’s furniture store at Park City was burned to the ground. 
The building was owned by Boyle & Co. of Ogden, and was valued at $3000. Osborne’s 
stock was valued at $5000, on which there was $3000 insurance. 


At Sanford, Arizona, March 8, the wife of Brother J. U. Berthelson was burned s0 
badly through the upsetting of a lamp, that she died the following day. Bro. Berthelson 
in trying to extinguish the fire in his wife’s clothes was also very badly burned. 


Mrs. Olive Hovey Farr, mother of ex-Mayor Lorin Farr, of Ogden, Winslow Farr, 
Aaron Farr and Mrs. Olive H. Farr Walker, died yesterday evening at her residence in 
South Cottonwood, Salt Lake county, in her ninty-fourth year. The deceased was one of 
the earliest pioneers, having come to Utah in 1847. 


The Salt Lake Nursery company has filed articles of incorporation. The officers are 
Martin Christopherson, president; Robert Wills, vice-president; and John Gabott, secre- 
tary and treasurer; these, with W. E. Gabott and Hans Larson, constitute the board of 
directors. The capital stock is $25,000, divided into 25,000 shares. The object of the 
company is to carry on a general and special nursery business. The office will be in 
Farmers precinct, Salt Lake County. 


